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B ABSTRACT : The research was conducted on evaluation anddestithreshing methods for finger millet
in the Department of Agricultural Engineering. Fémgnillet (Eleusine coracana Craertn) commonly known
as ragi is one of the important small millet crggswn in red soil areas of India. It is predomirgnt
cultivated in southern parts of Karnataka. More hagical damage occurs during threshing process. The
traditional methods of threshing are tedious timastiming and inefficient in operation. The experitne
was conducted with the varieties of ragi MR1 and9HiR. Hence mechanical threshing is a means to
overcome the above problems. But so far none ofiteehanical threshers available are suited for rdgi
present there is a little information available aeting the mechanical threshers and optimum thmgshi
parameters for ragi crop. Some of the importantumeaters which influence the threshing efficiency,
mechanical damage, moisture content, threshingdefispeed, feeding rate and concave clearancedhanical
threshing. This method of threshing was experinemttethree different moisture content levels ofirag

[around 18 to 19, 13 to 15 and 10 per cent (w.m)inechanical ragi threshing, the raspbar threBhemgiven
the maximum grains output of 140.5 kg/h for varittirl and 130.3 kg/h for variety for HR911. The
raspbar type thresher showed the least cost for RR18.4 and HR911 Rs.19.5/q for threshing operatio
There was not much difference in threshing coswveeh varieties.
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known as ragi is one of the important small mikeps

grown in red soil areas of India. It is predomingant
cultivated in southern parts of Karnataka. The ageryield
of the crop under rainfed conditions is about 1ihtais per
hectare and under irrigated conditions its aboug@htals
per hectare. The crop occupies an area of 2.5amiflectares
and contributes 2.6 million tonnes of grain in ladits
cultivation is concentrated mainly in the stateKafnataka
(49%), Orissa (11%), Maharastra (10%), Tamilnada)(@nd
Andhrapradesh (7%), Karnataka stands first botiréa (1.06
million ha) and production (1.5 million tonnes). Ang all
states, Karnataka contributes 54 per cent to cgsreénnual
production.

Finger millet (Eleusine coracana Craertn) commonly

and optimum threshing parameters for ragi crop.esofthe
important parameters which influence the threskffigiency,
mechanical damage, moisture content, threshingasti
speed, feeding rate and concave clearance in miecthan
threshing.

Hence, the present investigation entitled perforoean
evaluation of threshing of finger millet by mechaalimethod
was undertaken at the University of Agriculturalebces,
Gandhi Krishi Vignana Kendra, Bangalore with tHiofeing
objectives: to evaluate the various methods of shireg
mechanically, to evaluate the threshing methods&gr by
mechanical thresher, to study the effect of diffeparameters
on threshing output and efficiency in ragi threghirto
determine the optimum operating parameters to nbtai

Moisture content of the ear-head plays a key role i maximum threshing output and efficiency and work tbie

threshing operation and seed quality. The traditiomethods
of threshing are tedious time consuming and iniefficin
operation. Hence, mechanical threshing is a mesm&tcome

cost and economics of different methods of thregtah
optimum operating conditions.

the above problems. But so far none of the mecta@nic g METHODOLOGY

threshers available are suited for ragi. At preseate is a
little information available regarding the mechahtbreshers

This paper deals with the materials used and thieotds
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